and activities according to the law.
PART TWO
THE BASIC RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF CITIZENS
Article (41): Citizens are all equal in rights and duties.
Article (42): Every citizen has the right to participate in the political, economic, social
and cultural life of the country. The state shall guarantee freedom of thought and
expression of opinion in speech, writing and photography within the limits of the law.
Article (43): The citizen has the right to elect and nominate himself as a candidate in
an election, as well as the right to demonstrate his opinion in a referendum. The law
shall regulate the provisions regarding the practice of this right.
Article (44): The law shall regulate Yemeni nationality. Any Yemeni shall not be
deprived of his nationality. Once Yemeni nationality is acquired it may not be
withdrawn except in accordance with the law.
Article (45): A Yemeni national may not be extradited to a foreign authority.
Article (46): Extraditing political refugees is prohibited.
Article (47): Criminal liability is personal. No crime or punishment shall be
undertaken without a provision in the Shari’ah or the law. The accused is innocent
until proven guilty by a final judicial sentence, and no law may be enacted to put a
person to trial for acts committed retroactively.
Article (48):
a. The state shall guarantee to its citizens their personal freedom, preserve their
dignity and their security. The law shall define the cases in which citizens freedom
may be restricted. Personal freedom cannot be restricted without the decision of a
competent court of law.
b. No individual can be arrested, searched or detained unless caught in the act (in
flagrant delicto) or served with a summons from a judge or the Public Prosecutor,
which is necessary for the progress of an investigation or the maintenance of security.
No person can be put under surveillance unless in accordance with the law. Any
person whose freedom is restricted in any way must have his dignity protected.
Physical and psychological torture is prohibited. Forcing confessions during
investigations is forbidden. The person whose freedom is restricted has the right not to
answer any questions in the absence of his lawyer. No person may be imprisoned or
detained in places other than those designated as such and governed by the law of
prisons. Physical punishment and inhumane treatment during arrest, detention or
imprisonment are prohibited.
c. Any person temporarily apprehended on suspicion of committing a crime shall be
presented in front of a court within a maximum of 24 hours from the time of his

